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proposal, preferring to rely on the report of our own 
navy officials. From my acquaintance with the Spanish 
people, I never have been able to bring myself to believe 
that the catastrophe was caused by Spanish officials or 
with their knowledge. There has been an almost crim- 
inal neglect on our part to raise the "Maine," whose 
wreck lies as an unsightly obstruction in the harbor of 
Havana, with the festering bodies of hundreds of gallant 
men denied a soldier's burial. From my conversation 
with officers of high rank in the navy, I am inclined to 
the belief that our delinquency in this respect is occasioned 
by the fear that it would be found that the destruction 
was caused by an internal explosion, and that the war 
was precipitated by an event for which the Spanish gov- 
ernment was in nowise responsible. 

This review, I think, shows that all of the foreign wars 
in which the United States has been engaged were 
brought on by our own precipitate action, that they were 
not inevitable, and that they might have been avoided by 
the exercise of prudence and deliberation. If such is the 
case, is it not time that every true patriot, every lover of his 
country and of its fair fame in the world, and every friend 
of humanity, should strive to curb the spirit of aggression 
and military glory among our people and seek to create 
an earnest sentiment against war ? 

Peof. John B. Clark: It is not easy to grasp 
and not possible adequately to measure in words the 
tremendous power of the economic motives that make for 
peace between nations. There is the cost of preparation 
for- war. It means beating pruning hooks into swords, 
and is tantamount to transforming universities, trade 
schools, libraries, hospitals, research laboratories, and the 
like into Dreadnoughts and armored cruisers. There is 
the money outlay incurred by a war, partly while it lasts, 
partly in the shape of pensions long after it is over. There 
is the crushing national debt which comes in consequence 
of this outlay, and the unending taxation that it imposes - 
on the country. There is the devastation of war ; that 
which comes from using the swords instead of the plough- 
shares, or the Dreadnoughts instead of the instrumental- 
ities that are life-giving and uplifting. And yet each of 
these wastes, tremendous as it appears when massed in 
figures, is less important than one other, namely, the dis- 
ruption of the ties that make the civilized world an or- 
ganism — international commerce, the international range 
of action of producing corporations, of financing organiza- 
tions, of trade unions, and last, but not least, of socialistic 
bodies. All of these pay scant attention to the imaginary 
lines that bound a state, and very great attention to the 
invisible ties that hold humanity together ; and they there- 
fore constitute a motive for peace which cannot be esti- 
mated and recorded on a monetary balance sheet. Like 
tearing a physical organism limb from limb is the disrup- 
tion which comes in our day by war between civilized 
states. 

Me. Brooks spoke briefly on the new valuation of 
human life that is being set by the world, and especially 
in our own country, where, according to the Employers' 
Liability Acts, it is found by comparison that we kill or 
maim three, four, five times as many people as in any 
other country. And in this new valuation there is an 
ever growing conviction that men are worth more than 
" food for bullets." 



Me. Maeks appealed to the business men to take a 
more active personal interest in the organized peace 
movement, fie called attention to the duty of men of 
affairs to cooperate with professional men to promote 
practical work directed toward the perfection of an in- 
ternational court of justice. 

Mrs. Mead gave some statistics in regard to the cost 
of armed peace in her usual clear and convincing manner. 



The American School Peace League. 

BY FANNIE FERN ANDREWS, SECEETART. 

The holidays proved a most successful time for the or- 
ganization work of the American School Peace League. 
Reports have been received of the formation of seven 
State Branches during the meetings of the respective State 
Teachers' Associations ; while in several other States the 
work of the League has been presented, and strong reso- 
lutions have been passed at the State Teachers' Meetings. 

The New York State Branch was organized on De- 
cember 28 through the cooperation of the Peace Society 
of the City of New York and the Teachers' College. The 
occasion was a tea and reception, given at the Teachers' 
College, to the members of the New York State Teach- 
ers' Association. The reception later resolved itself into 
a meeting, at which Mr. Andrew W. Edson, Associate 
Superintendent of Schools of New York City, presided. 
After explaining the object of the meeting, Mr. Edson 
introduced the secretary of the American School Peace 
League, who spoke of the movement in which the League 
is interested, the general scheme of the League's organ- 
ization, and its methods of work. After this address, it 
was voted to organize a branch of the League, and the 
Model Constitution for State Branches was adopted in 
its entirety. Dr. William H. Maxwell, Superintendent 
of Schools, New York City, was elected honorary presi- 
dent, and Andrew W. Edson, Associate Superintendent 
of Schools, New York City, president. The secretary 
is Bella Strauss, of Public School No. 188, New York 
City, and the treasurer, Elmer S. Redman, Hornell, N. Y. 

After leaving New York, the secretary of the League 
attended the Southern Educational Association at Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, and delivered an address, entitled, 
"The Teacher and Internationalism." An unusually 
strong resolution of endorsement was adopted at this 
meeting. A similar address was delivered by the secre- 
tary before the South Carolina Teachers' Association, and 
a South Carolina Branch was formed, having among its 
officers some of the leading educators of the State. Here, 
also, a strong resolution of endorsement was passed : 

"Resolved, That the South Carolina State Teachers' Associa- 
tion endorses the work of the American School Peace League, 
recommends that the teachers of the State study carefully the 
movements towards international peace and justice, and further 
recommends that May the 18th be observed by the schools of 
the State as Peace Day." 

At Charleston, South Carolina, the secretary of the 
League spoke to the students of the Memminger Normal 
School at the invitation of W illiam K. Tate, Superintend- 
ent of Schools in Charleston, and Secretary of the Sum- 
mer School Branch of the American School Peace League. 

A visit was also made to Washington, where, through 
the efforts of Miss Lucy Patrick, two meetings had been 
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arranged for the teachers (one evening for the white, and 
one for the colored) which were addressed by Congress- 
man Richard Bartholdt. The object of these meetings 
was to prepare the way for a District of Columbia Branch 
of the League. Miss Patrick writes : "lam happy to in- 
form you that the initial steps for the formation of a Dis- 
trict of Columbia Branch of the American School Peace 
League were taken last week. 

" Supt. A. T. Stuart called together the fifteen hundred 
teachers of Washington to listen to an address on Inter- 
national Arbitration, by Congressman Richard Bartholdt 
of St. Louis. At the conclusion of his able, comprehen- 
sive, and instructive exposition of the subject, Mr. Bar- 
tholdt explained the purposes of the American School 
Peace League. He spoke of addressing a similar gather- 
ing of teachers in Baltimore a few days before, and read 
the short address relative to the work of the League given 
by Supt. Van Sickle on that occasion. Supt. Stuart then 
called the attention of the assembled teachers to the con- 
stitution of the League in the annual report, of which 
each teacher had a copy, spoke of the importance -of the 
work, and his great interest in it, and asked the teachers 
to sign the membership slips and hand to him before 
January 20. Owing to the lateness of the hour, and in 
order that those present might consider the matter before 
signing, the organization of the Branch was postponed to 
a subsequent meeting." 

A Florida Branch was organized in connection with 
the Florida State Teachers' Association, and elected for 
president Professor A. L. L. Suhrie, Director Normal 
School and Teachers' College, John B. Stetson Univer- 
sity, DeLand, Florida. That the Florida Branch intends 
to be active is shown by the following letter, written by 
Professor Suhrie soon after the organization : 

« I have recently been chosen president of the Florida 
Branch of the American School Peace League. President 
Lincoln Hulley of this university, who is a member, I 
believe, of the Council of the American School Peace 
League, introduced a resolution before our State Teach- 
ers' Association, of which he is now president, authoriz- 
ing the executive committee to form an organization and 
push the work this year. 

" President Hulley and the chairman of his executive 
committee have asked me to take care of the organiza- 
tion this year, and I am prepared to push the work with 
vigor. I have been for years deeply interested in the 
subject of international peace and arbitration. The most 
lasting impressions that come to me from my class work 
in college are those which are associated with the almost 
daily lectures I had during one term on this subject. 

" In connection with the work of the State Teachers' 
Association, I have sent out this fall thousands of letters. 
M.y work as Director of the Normal School here requires 
considerable travel, and I frequently deliver educational 
addresses before bodies of teachers in almost all parts of 
the State. I have an extensive acquaintance which I 
think I can use to good advantage in pushing the interests 
of the League. I shall thank you if you will send me 
just any number of published documents which will put 
me in touch with the work of the League in all parts of 
the country. I am determined that Florida shall lag be- 
hind none of them. I shall also thank you if you will 
make any suggestion as to how we can raise funds to 
prosecute the work. President Hulley and I will deliver 



a number of addresses during the year on the subjet in 
various parts of the State ; but until we have had oppor- 
tunityto thoroughlyinterest the teachers in the convention, 
I suppose our best work can be done by correspondence 
of a somewhat personal character. I suppose I know 
personally more than half the teachers of the State, and 
this includes all the principals and superintendents and 
the normal school and college professors. I should like 
to begin a vigorous campaign of correspondence as soon 
as I can book myself up intelligently and can raise the 
means for it. President Hulley has promised me some 
financial aid. I want to go to work right away in secur- 
ing financial assistance from others, so that as soon as 
our plans are perfected we can push them to completion. 

" Now put me on your correspondence list, and every 
time you have an idea that will help me, just write me. 
I do want to make a great success in the work here." 

Judge U. M. Rose of Little Rock, Ark., who at one 
time was president of the American Bar Association, and 
also one of the American delegates to the second Hague 
Conference, gave a masterly address before the Arkansas 
Teachers' Association. The president of this association 
Dr. Henry S. Hartzog, President of Ouachita College, 
advocated in his presidential address the formation of an 
Arkansas Branch of the League. Such a Branch was 
formed, and he was elected president. Miss Estelle 
Atkins, an ardent worker in the international peace 
movement of Crossett, Ark., was elected secretary. 

A Texas Branch was also formed with Dr. S. P. Brooks, 
President of Baylor University, Waco, Tex., for its presi- 
dent, and Mrs. Margaret Barry of North Texas Female 
College, secretary. Dr. Brooks has already done much 
work among the schools and colleges in Texas, and the 
Branch will thus clinch the interest and direct the efforts 
of teachers in this movement. 

On December 29 a New Jersey Branch of the League 
was formed at Atlantic City, having for president, C. J. 
Baxter, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, New 
Jersey ; for vice-presidents, J. Duncan Spaeth, Princeton 
University ; Myron T. Scudder, Rutgers College ; Henry 
Snyder, Superintendent of Public Schools, Jersey City ; 
Miss Sarah A. Dynes, State Normal School, Trenton ; 
and John Enright, County Superintendent of Monmouth 
County, Freehold ; and for secretary, William A. Wetzel, 
Principal of High School, Trenton. 

A New Mexico Branch of the League was duly organ- 
ized under the able leadership of John H. Vaughan, a 
member of the standing Committee on Meetings. A 
fuller report of the organization of this Branch will be 
given in the next Advocate. 



New Books. 



Diplomatic Memoirs. By John W. Foster. In 
two volumes. Boston : Houghton Mifflin Company. 
1909. 6V2 pages. Price, $6.00 

Americans as a rule are more interested in the careers 
of their Presidents than of their Foreign Ambassadors, 
but as the study of the world peace movement grows, 
the lives of men like Hon. John W. Foster will have 
their due share of attention. Mr. Foster has rendered 
eminent service to his country and to other countries 
both as a diplomatist and an international lawyer. His 



